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608 Notes and Queries. 

Dr. Browne died December 15th, 1750. His remains are now in 
the abandoned cemetery of old St. Stephen's church on Lycoming 
Street above Broad. 

George Washington of Virginia made a voyage to the Barbadoes in 
1761 with his brother. 

Who was this Captain Washington — this George Washington of 
1749? 

Mahtln I. J. Griffin. 

"Madam Liatingstone's Diaey." — Can any of your readers tell 
me where I can find "Madam Livingstone's Diary" freely quoted by 
Buell in his Life of Paul Jones ? 

Chas. Henry Hart. 

2206 Delanoy Place, Philadelphia. 

JBooft "Wottces. 

Historical and Genealogical Miscellany. Data Eelating 
TO THE Settlement and Settlers of New York and New 
Jersey. By JohnE. Stillwell, M.D. New York. 1903. 4to, 483 pp. 

In this publication, the fii-st of five volumes. Dr. Slillwell has made a 
great contribution to the history and genealogy of New York and New 
Jersey, and the work when completed will be a lasting monument to the 
public spirit of the compiler. As the preface indicates. Dr. Stillwell's 
interest began with the Stillwell family, but broadened, in his search for 
beginnings, until the records of towns, churches and counties were 
copied in full, and are now to be preserved against the ravages of time. 
The contents of the present volume are : Liber A, Eichmond County, 
New York, Eecords, beginning 1680 ; Dutch Church Eecord, Staten 
Island, 1696-1790 ; Census of Staten Island, 1706 ; Parish Eegister of 
Christ Church, Shrewsbury, New Jersey, 1733-1824 ; Epitaphs from 
Christ Church, Shrewsbury, from 1719 ; A Discourse by Way of Dia- 
logue, a copy of an original document, written by William Lawrence, 
the second of the name at Middletown, which sets forth the difference 
between the early settlers and the proprietors, and is a valuable contri- 
bution to the local and general history of that period ; Log of a Journey 
from Eed Bank, New Jersey, to New York City, 1734 ; Eecords of the 
Court of Sessions of the West Eiding of Yorkshire, Kings County, 
1676-1678 ; The Friends Eecords of Shrewsbury, Marriages, Births and 
Deaths, 1674-1900 ; Inscriptions from Friends' Meeting-House Yard, 
Shrewsbury ; Eecords of Cape May County, New Jersey, Liber A, 
1692-1725. An excellent index completes the work. 

M. a. L. 

The Youth of Columbus, Etudes Critiques sur la Vie de 
CoLOMB avant ses Decouveetes. Par Henry Vignaud. Paris, 
Welter ; London, Stevens ; New York, Lemcke. 1905. 8vo, 
pp. 543. [Critical Studies of the Life of Columbus before his 
Discoveries : Origin of his Family ; The two Columbuses ; His 
Pretended Eelations ; The true date of his Birth ; His Studies and 
Ms first Campaigns ; His arrival in Portugal and the Naval Com- 
bat of 1476 ; His voyage to the North ; His settlement in Portugal ; 
His Marriage ; His Portuguese Family.] - ■ in 

Mr. Henry Vignaud, for many years connected with the United 

States Legation in Paris, is well known by his careful studies of early 
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geographical questions. In his books on Toscanelli, on the true date of 
the birth of Columbus, etc., he has prepared the way for the present 
collection of ten papers on various points of interest in the ancestry, 
birth, education, occupation, Toyages, marriage, and early life of 
Columbus. He shows a mastery of all books on the subject and an 
earnest desire to set forth the truth as he sees it and the grounds of his 
belief, with a very full bibliography on each point of his effort to depict 
the true Columbus. The main argument he presents is that Columbus 
was untruthful and that he told the story of his ancestry, education 
and early adventures, to his son Fernan, and to Las Casas, in order 
that they and other contemporary and later biographers and his- 
torians might justify his claim that he was descended from an illustrious 
family, counting many great Admirals among its members, that he was 
educated at the University of Padua, made great progress in scientific 
studies, went on important expeditions, and was fully entitled to the 
great honors and gifts conferred upon him as a reward for his discovery 
of a new world, the result of his voyages. He shows that Fernan 
Columbus and Herrera and Oviedo and other early Spanish chroniclers, 
drew most of their information from the MS. of Las Oasas, itself not 
printed in full until almost in our own day, although Herrera got from 
it most of his material in his work published in 160L Las Casas gave 
his MS. to the College of Valladolid in 1560, with the condition that it 
should not be published for forty years, and it was not printed in full 
until 1875, by the Historical Society of Madrid. Irving's Life of 
Columbus was first published in 1828, and he like his successors, notably 
Humboldt, of course had no resources other than the works issued down 
to their day, and these were all based on the legendary Columbus of 
early years. Henry Harrisse was the most diligent and successful of 
many investigators, and he hardly appreciated the value and importance 
of his discoveries. Winsor indeed showed better judgment in his use of 
this material, and in Germany Ruge, in England Markham, in France 
Lorgues, and notably in Italy, Lollis, all pointed out the truth that 
Vignaud now puts clearly before his readers. He shows that Columbus 
was born in Genoa in 1451, of a poor family of silk weavers, that he 
was educated in a school in Pavia street in his native town, maintained 
by the guild of silk weavers for the children of its members, worked 
at his father's trade, and when the latter eked out his means by keeping 
a small tavern, the son helped him, — ^that his only training at sea was 
on small trading vessels between Genoa and its neighboring colonies, 
that it was on a venture of this kind he started for England, was driven 
back by freebooters into Lisbon, then sailed northward, visited Bristol 
in England and Galway in Ireland, started on a northern voyage, but 
certainly never reached Iceland as he claimed, and returning to Portugal, 
settled and married and began a new phase of life there. Mr. Vignaud 
concedes him vigor, force, energy, qualities that enabled him to over- 
come the poor conditions of birth and occupation, and using the oppor- 
tunities offered in Portugal, then full of ambition for great expeditions 
to discover new colonial possessions, fitted himself by some acquisition 
of knowledge needed for his plans of discoveries, geography, astronomy 
etc. Even in these he made gross blunders, pointed out by Humboldt 
and other competent authorities, — and unjustifiable in a man educated 
at a time when these branches of knowledge were well taught. Mr. 
Vignaud shows that of recent years much new light has been thrown on 
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the time of the youth of Columbus. The 400"' Anniversary of the Dis- 
covery of America, was marked by the publication of much new material, 
to which Spain, France and Italy contributed, and the Italian publica- 
tions issued by the government between 1892 and 1896 are of especial 
interest and value, the earlier volumes fac similes of everything written 
by Columbus, the later, one hundred and thirty-eight authentic docu- 
ments from the archives of the notaries of Genoa, between 1428 and 
1578, all relating to Columbus and his family, with a critical memoir 
and a genealogical tree of real value. The family of the descendants of 
Columbus contributed from their unprinted archives, and Spanish 
scholars added to the new material thus supplied, although their contri- 
bution lacked sadly in the critical acumen which marked the work done 
by students of France and Italy. Mr. Vignaud has small regard for the 
latest American biographer of Columbus, Mr. John Boyd Thatcher, 
whose sumptuous volumes published in 1903-4, he asserts show no 
critical power, reproduce only the old legends, ignore the discovery and 
publication of new documents from Italian archives, and misstate the real 
date of the birth of Columbus, putting it in 1446. Mr. Vignaud argues, 
and, he thinks, deduces to irrefragable demonstration, that it was in 
1451, — examines all the suggested dates, from 1430 to 1456, with criti- 
cism of the authority for each year, and approves that fixed by Rosa 
and by Euge, confirming the statement made by Columbus in 1470, 
that he was then nineteen, — all overlooked by Thatcher. Vignaud 
shows that Columbus did not go to Portugal in 1470, but in 1476, that 
his pretended voyage to Iceland is all an invention, intended to sug- 
gest that he there learned of the early voyages to Greenland and the 
coast of North America, when at that time there was neither record nor 
tradition of the kind known to any native or resident of Iceland. 
Harrisse had already contradicted many of the pretended facts contained 
in the History by Fernan Columbus, yet he did not appreciate the sig- 
nificance and importance of much of the material which he had 
unearthed, while Winsor with better historical judgment saw the value 
of his finds. In Spain many scholars contributed the results of their 
studies and researches in neglected Spanish archives, but for want of 
unity of purpose and sound method of historical analysis and perspec- 
tive, contributed little of real value. Irritated by the lack of historical 
honesty in this sort of piecemeal study of the sources, Harrisse contin- 
ued his fruitful researches, and showed in their true light many of the 
real facts of the life of Columbus, but with so much passionate berating 
of all who did not agree with him and accept his conclusions, that he 
did little to overturn the legendary Columbus. It is mainly due to the 
industry of the Italians, eager to honor the memory of their great 
countryman, that Mr. Vignaud owes his ability to show that Columbus 
was not truthful, — a common enough fault in his day, and that whatever 
is reported as coming from him must be looked on with suspicion. 
When it is tested by other proof and by the irrefragable evidence of the 
Italian records, it is shown to be untrue, distorted or invented to serve 
a purpose. Then too it is clear that Columbus was ignorant of many 
things of which he pretended to be master, and ought to have been, if 
his story of his high birth and university education were true. He 
made mistakes in elementary geography in his claims of visits to places, 
he made blunders in astronomy and cosmography, and he showed 
ignorance of geometry, — errors that were long ago pointed out by 
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Humboldt. Vignaud concedes to Columbus many elements and quali- 
ties of greatness, leadership, boldness, daring, spirit of adventure, 
energy, tenacity, will, and the power to assimilate from his contem- 
poraries in Portugal the knowledge then wide spread there, as the 
source of successful exploration. Most valuable however is Mr. Vig- 
naud' s large use of bibliographical authorities to support every step 
of his argument. Whether Mr. Vignaud's views be accepted or not, 
his book cannot fail to interest students of history by its thoroughness 
in the accumulation of material, by his painstaking research, by his 
insistence on the value of the canons of sound criticism in the use 
of records as against legends and traditions, in pointing out the motives 
which led to their invention, and the necessary impartiality of contem- 
porary records made as matter of importance at the time, without any 
possibility of personal influence or bias. On this account Mr. Vig- 
naud's Youth of Columbus is valuable, and we may well look with 
interest for his promised volumes on his later life. J. G. E. 

Life of George R. Smith, Founder of Sedalia, Missouri. By 
Samuel Barmister Harding, Ph.D. Sedalia. 1904. Pp. 398. 
Privately printed. Illustrated. 
George Kappeen Smith, the founder of the city of Sedalia, Missouri, 
was born 1804 in Virginia, in which province his emigrant ancestor 
settled early in the eighteenth century. While an infant his parents 
removed to Kentucky, where he was educated and fitted himself for the 
profession of the law. He married in 1827, and six years later, with 
his family settled in Missouri, where he died in July of 1879. Gen- 
eral Smith active and aggressive by nature, was frequently called to 
fill important positions of public trust. On the breaking out of the 
Civil War, although a slaveholder, he declared himself an unqualified 
Union man, served for a time as Adjutant General of the State, and was 
influential in aiding the Federal Government. The part taken by 
General Smith in the struggle to secure the location and completion of 
the Pacific railroad, was possibly the greatest effort of his life. 

The Life and Speeches of Thomas Williams, Orator, States- 
man AND Jurist, 1806-1872, a Founder of the Whig and 
Eepublican Parties. By Burton Alva Konkle. Philadelphia. 
1905. Two Volumes 8vo. Price $6. Campion & Co., 1305 
Walnut Street. 
Thomas Williams was born August 28, 1806, in Greensburgh, 
Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania. He was graduated at Dickinson 
College in 1825, studied law and was admitted to practice in 1828, at 
Pittsburgh. From 1888 to 1841, he served in the State Senate, and in 
1861, was elected to the House of Eepresentatives, and two years later, 
a member of Congress. He began public life in 1834, as a Whig 
orator, organizer and editor, in that movement against Jackson, which 
led to the success of Harrison and Tyler in 1840. Among his papers 
are a confidential letter of Daniel Webster on his candidacy for the 
Presidency, and an even more interesting one from Henry Clay, on his 
own aspirations for the same high office, both now first published. 
Pictures of the Pittsburgh and Philadelphia Conventions of 1856, which 
made Pennsylvania the Mother of National Eepublicanism are given, 
and a confidential letter of Horace Greeley, whicji shows that had 
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Williams' suggestion been followed the Fremont ticket would in all 
probability have been elected. Williams wrote the call to the Chicago 
Convention that nominated Lincoln, and as the author of the Tenure- 
of-Offlce Bill, he determined the line of attack on President Johnson. 
He was one of the managers of the impeachment of the President, and 
his speech the ablest one of the prosecution. He was a pioneer leader 
in the now widespread movement for legal control of corporations, and 
probably his long-continued fight against municipal subscriptions to 
railways was the greatest contest of his life. 

The work consists of two attractive volumes, with over fifty illustra- 
tions, and county political maps of 1828, 1840, 1856 and 1860, showing 
the transformation of Pennsylvania from a Jackson to a Lincoln sup- 
porter. The introduction has been written by the former Attorney 
General, Hon. Philander C. Knox, United States Senator from 
Pennsylvania. 

The Moeavian Geaveyaeds of Lititz, Pa., 1744^1905. By 
Abraham Eeinke Beck. Transactions of the Moravian Historical 
Society Vol. VII, Part IV. Bethlehem. 1905. 8vo, pp. 122. 

The Moravian Historical Society h^ undertaken no better work, than 
assigning to members specially qualified for the task, the preparation for 
publication of the Registers of Deaths of the early Moravian congrega- 
tions in Pennsylvania. The first of this series to be published was the 
Bethlehem Register, arranged by Dr. Schultze, President of the 
Moravian College ; followed by the Nazareth Register, by Rev. E. T. 
Kluge, and now the Lititz Register, under notice. 

These publications are not only valuable contributions to the history 
of the church, but also to local genealogy, for the compilers have 
appended biographical and genealogical notes from the records. 

The first graveyard of Lititz is situated in the suburbs of the town, 
and was consecrated on St. James' Day, 1744 ; the present graveyard on 
November 7, 1758. The total number of those interred to April 1, 
1905, is 1219, among whom may be mentioned, Gen. John Augustus 
Sutter, on whose ranch, on the Sacramento river, California, in 1847, 
gold was discovered. 

The notes prepared by Mr. Beck indicate painstaking research, and 
will be helpful to genealogists. A draft of the graveyard is annexed. 

Feancis Hopkinson, the Fiest Ameeican Poet-Composee (1737- 

1791) AND James Lyoist, Patriot, Peeachee, Psalmodist 

(1785-1794). Two Studies in Eaely Ameeican Music. By 

O. G. Sonneck. Washington, D. C. 1905. 8vo. Illustrated. 

This work, privately printed, is limited to 200 copies, 160 of which 

are for sale, price $5. While the book will appeal primarily to 

students of the history of music and of the early musical history of the 

United States in particular, it also will prove of interest to the general 

reader, as it throws light on the life and career of two Americans, 

distinguished in the political, literary, and ecclesiastical history of their 

country. The author is the Chief of Division of Music, Library of 

Congress. 



